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Strategies	to	Overcome	Creative	Block"Oblique	Strategies"	is	a	concept	developed	by	Brian	Eno	and	Peter	Schmidt	to	help	artists	overcome	creative	blocks	through	lateral	thinking.	Now	there	is	a	new	widget	that	will	automatically	set	to	light/dark	mode.	The	developer	does	not	collect	any	data	from	this	app.	Back	then,	writes	Dangerous	Minds’
Martin	Schneider,	the	concept	for	Eno	and	Schmidt’s	“set	of	115	cards	with	elliptical	imperatives	designed	to	spark	in	the	user	creative	connections	unobtainable	through	regular	modes	of	work”	emerged	as	a	form	of	“radical	intervention	with	roots	in	Eastern	philosophy.”	Having	first	come	on	the	market	in	the	1970s,	Oblique	Strategies	has	gone
through	several	different	production	runs,	usually	packaged	in	handsome	boxes	with	the	deck’s	name	emblazoned	in	gold.	It	also	began	as	thoroughly	a	physical	experience,	invented	by	producer-artist-ambient	musician	Brian	Eno	and	painter	Peter	Schmidt,	who	first	came	up	with	them	in	the	pre-digital	days	of	1974.	You	can	now	do	that	digitally,	of
course,	but	Oblique	Strategies	remains	an	essentially	physical	experience,	one	whose	shuffling	and	drawing	reminds	the	user	that	they’re	drawing	from	the	well	of	chance	for	a	way	to	break	them	through	a	creative	impasse	or	just	rethink	part	of	a	project.	Privacy	practices	may	vary,	for	example,	based	on	the	features	you	use	or	your	age.	It	consists
of	a	deck	of	cards,	each	one	containing	a	vague	or	ambiguous	phrase	that	can	be	used	to	solve	a	problem	intuitively,	by	breaking	conventional	thinking	patterns	and	interpreting	it	from	a	new	perspective.This	app	aims	to	translate	the	essence	of	the	original	cards	deck	into	a	digital	experience,	making	it	accessible	to	a	wider	audience.	Just	wanted	to
let	you	know	that	the	last	version	will	now	change	the	widget	quote	every	day.Have	a	best	creative	day	!	A	recent	update	seemed	to	have	disable	dark	mode	for	the	widget—would	love	a	fix.A	few	more	ideas	for	improvement...The	widget	card	and	in-app	card	should	always	keep	in-sync.	Also,	you	can	shake	the	iPhone	for	a	new	sentence.	Long	tap	the
screen	to	have	the	last	sentence	read	to	you	again.	With	the	addition	of	the	5th	generation	of	cards	in	the	latest	version,	this	app	has	climbed	to	the	top	of	the	ladder!	As	a	musician	and	photographer,	this	app	stimulates	my	creativity	and	productivity	immensely.	Rebuilt	and	optimised	for	iOS	15.	Learn	More	Developer	Website	App	Support	Privacy
Policy	In	2013	a	limited	6th	edition	of	500	numbered	sets	were	available	but	quickly	sold	out.”	At	this	moment,	you	can	find	one	imported	set	on	Amazon.	Small	changes,	fixes	and	improvements	implemented	to	make	your	experience	even	better.	Follow	him	on	Twitter	at	@colinmarshall	or	on	Facebook.	The	total	package	of	Oblique	Strategies	may
have	grown	more	refined	over	the	years,	but	this	handmade	first	set	does	have	a	certain	immediacy,	and	also,	in	a	sense,	the	imprimatur	of	history:	after	all,	they	worked	for	Brian	Eno.	Hi,Thank	you	for	your	review.	It	contains	the	original	edition,	as	well	as	the	newer	decks,	presenting	them	in	a	sleek	minimalist	style	inspired	by	the	original	design	of
the	cards.	(Example:	the	widget	updates	each	day,	and	when	you	open	the	app	from	same	card	should	be	displayed	there—if	you	shuffle	in	the	app	the	widget	should	match	the	new	card	too).The	widget	card	should	have	a	way	to	shuffle	without	opening	the	app	or	waiting	a	day—I	suggest	a	little	circle	loop	arrow	dimmed	and	in	the	bottom	center	in
the	same	position	as	the	‘plus’	in	the	app	version.When	you	open	the	app	please	don’t	show	a	splash	screen—just	go	straight	to	the	current	card	text.Very	good	app—make	it	just	a	little	tighter	and	you’ve	got	5	stars.	But	it	seems	that	the	very	first	set	of	Oblique	Strategies,	featured	in	Schneider’s	post,	is	unavailable	at	any	price.	The	Apple	Watch
version	can	run	independently	without	needing	the	app	installed	on	your	iPhone.With	VoiceOver,	anyone	with	a	visual	impairment	can	have	the	Oblique	Strategies	phrase	read	to	them.	Written	in	Eno’s	own	hand,	sometimes	cursive	and	sometimes	block,	on	cards	with	a	wooden-looking	texture	and	without	the	rounded	corners	that	characterize	the
commercial	version,	these	first	Oblique	Strategies	include	“Don’t	be	frightened	to	display	your	talents,”	“If	a	thing	can	be	said,	it	can	be	said	simply,”	and	“Do	we	need	holes?”	Those	who	have	followed	Eno’s	work	will	surely	appreciate	in	particular	the	card	that	says	to	“use	non-musicians,”	“non-musician”	being	one	of	Eno’s	preferred	titles	for
himself,	especially	when	working	in	a	musical	capacity.	For	more	information,	see	the	developer’s	privacy	policy.	The	home	screen	widget	on	iOS	14	allows	reading	a	new	quote	every	day	without	opening	the	application.	It	only	changes	when	you	go	back	and	manually	reopen	the	app.	The	developer,	Nicolae	Gherasim,	indicated	that	the	app’s	privacy
practices	may	include	handling	of	data	as	described	below.	Top	reviews	Most	recent	Top	reviews	By	Brian	EnoAvailable	now	text	by	Brian	Eno	and	Peter	Schmidt	Click	here	for	a	new	pick	“Honor	thy	error	as	a	hidden	intention.”	“Work	at	a	different	speed.”	“Try	faking	it!”	These	suggestions	will	sound	familiar	to	everyone	who’s	ever	flipped	through
the	deck	of	cards	known	as	Oblique	Strategies.	I	was	surprised	to	see	several	Oblique	Strategies	apps	in	the	store,	and	after	trying	them	all	I	can	say	unequivocally	that	this	is	the	best	of	the	group	-	it	offers	the	ability	to	switch	between	any	combination	of	the	four	extant	editions,	it	looks	good,	and	it	credits	Eno	and	Peter	Schmidt	(which	the	others	do
not	do).	Burroughs’	Cut-Up	Method	and	Brian	Eno’s	Oblique	Strategies	Marshall	McLuhan’s	1969	Deck	of	Cards,	Designed	For	Out-of-the-Box	Thinking	Brian	Eno	on	Creating	Music	and	Art	As	Imaginary	Landscapes	(1989)	Based	in	Seoul,	Colin	Marshall	writes	and	broadcasts	on	cities,	language,	and	culture.	His	projects	include	the	book	The
Stateless	City:	a	Walk	through	21st-Century	Los	Angeles	and	the	video	series	The	City	in	Cinema.	via	Dangerous	Minds	Related	Content:	Jump	Start	Your	Creative	Process	with	Brian	Eno’s	“Oblique	Strategies”	Deck	of	Cards	(1975)	How	Jim	Jarmusch	Gets	Creative	Ideas	from	William	S.	The	user	interface	is	simple	and	straightforward,	built	to
encourage	creative	or	design	thinking	without	distracting	from	the	process.	“The	first	four	editions	are	out	of	print	and	collector’s	items	(and	priced	to	match).	The	5th	edition	is	currently	available	from	Eno’s	website	for	£30	(about	$50).	Update:	Thanks	for	adding	the	widget	option;	however,	the	widget	does	not	automatically	update	each	day.
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